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Chairman’s Report

Confidence was high for the 1st XI after a good pre-season and some impressive early league results.  Excellent organisation by the skipper David Gurney, with help from Nick Evans and Charlie Martin, ensured that strong sides were fielded every week, despite the loss of key players such as Ben Evans and Simon Lees, who moved to Australia, and Lee Taylor, who picked up an injury.

From watching a few of the games it was clear there was a positive attitude that spread throughout the side and the influx of new players was one of the great achievements of the season.  The side was hard working and secured some excellent results including a 5-0 win over Old Foresters, 4-1 wins over Old Brentwood and Old Reptonians, and a 3-1 win over eventual runners-up Old Harrovians.  The Club finished 6th in the Premier Division and the Player of the Season was won by Nick Taylor.

This season could be tougher with the aforementioned key players still unavailable, yet there are a number of young players coming into the club that should enable us to plan well for a successful future.  Charlie Martin is the new captain and Tim Kemp will assist him.

The 2nd XI had a mixed season.  An excellent start meant that the target of achieving promotion to the Second Division looked achievable, but a run of poor results over the Christmas and New Year period meant that relegation remained a real possibility right up until the end of the season.  Fortunately, the Club finished just above the relegation places.  However, the Club had an excellent run in the Junior Dunn making it to the final after a series of away victories over supposedly superior sides.  In the final, Lancing led 1-0 with 10 minutes to go, only to eventually lose 2-1 in a close, hard fought game, which many within the fantastic support believed that Lancing deserved to win.  This season, Daniel Cullen will be the new captain, supported by Anthony Martin.

The club have had a stable year off the field.  I must thank each member of the Committee for their hard work in helping the club to run smoothly.  We played our home games at Cobham, although we have been told by the new owners, Chelsea FC, that we may need to find a new ground for next season.  Our annual dinner in March was another huge success at the Radisson Hotel in Portman Square with roughly 100 Old Boys and guests attending.  The Tim Buckley award was presented to Adam Pierce for his excellent contribution on and off the pitch over the years.  Thanks to Alistair Mercer, Nick Evans and Nick Rimmer for all their efforts in helping to organise a superb evening.  

Between September and March, the club will continue to hold a weekly training session on the all-weather pitch at Battersea Park on a Wednesday night between 8pm and 9pm with new players always welcome.

In the preliminary round of The Arthur Dunn Cup, we enjoyed a tremendous win over Old Eastbournians on 5 November, beating them at the College by 11-0.  We have drawn Old Witleians in the next round with the tie to be played on 7 January 2006 (check the website for further details).

The Annual Dinner will be held on 10 March 2006 at the usual venue.  Again, details will be posted on the website in due course. 

Please do also refer to the website www.lobfc.co.uk for details of the club matches and results throughout the season and we look forward to welcoming your support at games and enjoying a drink afterwards. 

Guy Bransby

---------------------------------------

1st XI Captain’s Report

Last season was probably not one for the record books.  While marked by moments of individual brilliance – the halfway line goal from Hisao Iijima against Brentwood – and a handful of outstanding team performances, including the 5-0 demolition of Forest, as a whole it delivered results which were disappointing given the quality of the side that played.  

Our season began on 28 August 2004 with our regular pre-season friendly against Corinthian Casuals.  After 90 minutes against their seemingly ever-aging yet very skillful side, the match ended in a 1-1 draw – the first sign that our season would be more a war of attrition than a walk in the park.  This assessment was made even clearer after the School game which, much to Chris Metcalf’s unconcealed delight, we lost 2-0.  The school played very well with the two younger Sullivan brothers, Homer and Felix, proving to be too much to handle.  Thankfully Homer has now joined his older brother, Luther, as a member of LOBFC.

The competitive season kicked off with two Cup fixtures – the London Old Boys Cup and the AFA Cup.  While LOBFC prioritises League and Arthur Dunn Cup success, we always try to have a good run in these two cups as it brings us up against new, tough opposition and sharpens us for the whole season – that’s the theory anyway.  The first round of the London Old Boys Cup drew us against Kings College London.  A strong, well-disciplined side but without any notable flair or inventiveness.  Despite us edging the game on performance, it was 4-4 at the final whistle and decided on penalties, which we lost. 

A better start was enjoyed in the AFA.  Despite Gareth Allen having the first of his many ‘traffic nightmares’ and turning up 10 minutes late…into the second half, we comfortably beat Old Vaughanians 2-0. 

Our league campaign started with a loss to Westminster.  In a game of unprecedented injuries the LOBs eventually left the pitch with eight men standing and a goal disadvantage of 2-1.  A 1-1 draw against Brentwood the following week gave us our much-needed first point to get us off the mark.  The game acting as the stage for Iijima’s halfway line wonder goal. 

Our next match against Harrow is one to be erased from the memory banks.  We had the misfortune to field a rather weak side against a very in-form Harry Hoffen.  He scored in the first two minutes and got his fifth in the last for a score of 8-1.  Utter misery.

Our AFA run came to an end the following week with yet another penalty shoot out.  Again fortune was against us.  Our captain made his second mental note to make the team practice taking penalties in training.  At least we could now focus solely on the league and the Dunn.
And this focus became even more defined after 6 November when we lost to Chigwell in the Dunn Preliminary Round.  A very disappointing match as it also marked the exit of Dave Gurney to injury for the remainder of the season.  The reality of this game was that we were 1-0 up and looking good until Dave came off and the side lost concentration and shape, finally losing 2-1. 

At this point the captain’s armband (which basically meant the captain’s phonebook) was passed over to Charlie Martin.  The brief was quite simple – stay up in the Premier League.  After the first game under the new management (an easy win against Winchester) there was a buzz on the terraces.  Has he fixed it?  Can we really stay up?  The answer to one of those questions came the following week when we lost to Repton 6-1.  Two further losses against Charterhouse and Brentwood meant that LOBFC was suddenly in a very unhealthy position.

Our backs were seriously against the wall.  And it was this increased pressure that forced the period of form in our season and eventually our salvation.  The influencing factors were clear – we really didn’t want to go down to Division One…and the Sullivan Trio of Luther, Homer and Felix turned up to play. 

On 8 January, we put right the previous week’s shame by dispatching Repton 4-1.  Good goals all round but one notably beautiful move executed by the Sullivans that entertained even the Repton keeper.  The giant-killing continued with a closely fought 3-2 victory over Charterhouse.  Charlie Martin discovering the ability to head the ball and Pete Alcock stepping up to the plate yet again when it really mattered.  The loss to Forest the following week was a minor hiccup and ridiculously unlucky.  All will remember the wonder goal from the left boot of Simon Brown.

 

On 29 January, we took on Harrow once again.  We very much needed three points but were still feeling the pain and embarrassment of our previous meeting.  We looked like a different side, and with the introduction of Steve Revill at centre back, completely outplayed and out fought them.  Charlie Martin contributed with two more from the head and Dave Gurney completed the 3-1 victory.  Winchester again the following week had to be beaten, and they were.  Goals from Pete Alcock, Gareth Allen and the newly imported talent of Alex Dodsworth converted an easy victory.

Perhaps the biggest indication of the change of form came the following week against Forest.  Always a tough fixture, there is little obvious love lost between the sides.  The midfield was bossed by Nick Taylor as ever with Tim Kemp and Tom Maberly attacking well from the back.  The scoring was opened by Alex Dodsworth and simply continued.  The game ended 5-0 with contributions from Alcock, Martin and Iijima.  

The following week saw us draw against Eton to secure the point that guaranteed league survival and with it the end of the period of form.  The drive for survival gone, the team dropped back into third gear for some reason and lost the last few remaining games of the season.

So, the season over, LOBFC are still in the Premier League.  The knowledge gained that we can beat every team in the League when we put our minds to it.  The pillars of the team remain in place – James Butcher, Tom Maberly, Dave Gurney, Ben Copithorne, Tim Kemp, Gareth Allen, Nick Taylor, Adam Pierce, Pete Alcock, Charlie Martin, Homer Sullivan, Luther Sullivan and Alex Dodsworth.  Moreover, with a rich vein of youthful talent coming through, there is a renewed confidence for next season. 

Dave Gurney and Charlie Martin

---------------------------------------

2nd XI Captain’s Report

Having struggled for much of the previous season the 2nd XI were looking to get a good start to the 2004/2005 campaign and push for promotion back to the 2nd division.  Guy Bransby and Oli Bailey continued the joint captaincy role hoping to bring some new faces into a dwindling pool of players.  A good early showing in the annual friendly versus Aldenham 1s (1-1) and a 4-0 win at the school on OL Day boded well but, with goals coming from the likes of Hannam and White, we still looked a little short on youth for the coming league season.

Player availability was good for the first few games and a fortuitous 1-0 win against a determined Malvern side in our opening match was a result of a good team effort and a moment of individual brilliance from Dave Greenyer.  This was followed by a comprehensive victory in a physical encounter against Aldenham 2s, a Ben Copithorne brace plus strikes from Jules Dexter and Phil White producing a 4-0 win.  It also saw a first appearance for James Murtagh up front who showed some good touches and added some pace to our attack. 

On 23 October, we had our first AFA cup game against a very useful Old Manorians side at our second home ground in Roehampton.  Despite the opposition enjoying the majority of possession and the best of the chances, some strong defensive play kept us in the game with Richard Spink the pick of the back three.  White (2) and Murtagh (1) combined well up front and stole a 3-2 win with some clinical finishing.

Back to the league and a home game against the strongest side in the division, Eton 3s.  James Murtagh again showed some good form for us scoring a great goal but with a few key players missing and Eton giving a typically well-organised and committed performance, they won the game 3-1.  An away game to Forest 3s gave us a 0-2 win to keep us in touch at the top, with Murtagh again proving the difference with a well taken brace.

November proved the turning point for the season as a strong start of four wins and just one loss quickly became four wins and four losses due to lack of players and, more importantly, goals.  A hard fought 2-1 defeat to Old Ignatians saw us dumped out of the AFA (Alistair Mercer getting the only goal) and a 4-0 loss away at Cholms sandwiched a 1-0 loss away to Bradfield.  The Bradfield game was particularly hard to take with Bradfield’s captain sent off for an off the ball head-butt on Robert Burnett and one of the Bradfield players on the way to the dressing room giving the quote of the season “bloody hell is that the school, it looks like something out of Harry Potter!” (odd for someone who allegedly spent five years of his life there).

Despite our struggles in the league, the Junior Dunn Cup seemed to bring out the best in a team sometimes short on talent but always showing a never-say-die attitude.  A first round match away to Chigwell 3s was never going to be an easy tie and there was little to separate the two sides.  Chris Williams gave us the lead with a rare headed goal but when Chigwell equalised in the second half, it looked like either side could win it.  A mixture of some dogged defending kept us in the game and an exquisite, curled Hannam free kick gave us a 1-2 win at the very end of extra time.  The next game back after the Christmas break was a second round Junior Dunn tie away to Eton 3s which proved to be one of the best performances of the season.  Eton 3s went into this game unbeaten in the league and must have fancied their chances against a weakened 2s side.  Bob Black put in a phenomenal performance in nets to keep out wave after wave of Eton attacks and, with ten minutes to go, it was 2-2 despite Eton rattling the woodwork on a number of occasions.  With Eton looking the more likely winners, Dave Greenyer managed to score direct from a corner and the lads held out for a great victory.

January and February proved difficult months with games against the top few sides.  Ed Davies managed an equaliser for 1-1 away at Brentwood, Dexter and Williams scored in a 2-1 win against Malvern, but these were followed by losses to Bradfield, Brentwood and Eton with no goals scored in reply.  A mixture of some hard fought draws and a couple of invaluable wins against the likes of Forest 3s in March and April meant we finished the league campaign just managing to avoid relegation. 

Having scrapped through the league season our progress in the Junior Dunn surprised a few teams above us and a brilliant 2-3 win away to Brentwood in the quarter-finals again showed that the team were prepared to work hard for each other against some good teams.  Mercer, Murtagh and Simon Brown eased us through to the semi-final in a game that Brentwood were unlucky to lose.  The semi-final was an away game to Berkhamstedians and again needed a very tense extra time to decide it.  Sam Salameh was solid as ever in goal, there were good performances from some of the younger players (Jordan and Darren Shrihan) and Simon Brown got both goals for a 2-1 victory.  Julian Dexter picked up man of the match once again.

The season finale was the Junior Dunn final in Teddington in a well-supported game against the favourites, Eton 2s.  There were some difficult selection decisions to be made and we also missed the influencial presence of Alistair Mercer.  On the day, there was not too much football played by either side in a closely-fought match with both sides packing the midfield.  Sam Salameh made some great saves to keep the scores level going into half time and James Murtagh again showed his class with a quality finish on the hour mark to leave us dreaming of victory.  Eton, as ever, kept battling hard and finally got their equaliser with 10 minutes to go.  They soon followed up with a very fortuitous winner that eluded our keeper bringing to end an end a brilliant cup campaign.

Our league form highlighted the need for the club to attract some new blood into the side if we are to remain in this division and turn out a good 12 or 13 players each week.  There were some consistent performers throughout the season in the likes of Bransby, Hannam, Cullen and Martin but, with a number of older players making up the core of the team, it is vital that we get more players to come through and playing regularly such as Sam Salameh, James Murtagh, Darren and Jordan Shrihan, to name a few.  We were also unlucky to lose some big players such as Mercer, White and Greenyer at key points of the season but with Daniel Cullen and Anthony Martin taking over the dual captaincy role next season, we hope for an upturn in fortunes.  

Despite some late Friday nights trying to organise a team, it has been a great pleasure to look after the 2s for the last season and a half with Guy.  The 2s captaincy, as ever, takes a lot of effort but we are lucky enough to have a great bunch of lads involved in the club and the 2s continues to give a great deal of fun and enjoyment to everyone involved.

Oli Bailey

KEY DATES FOR THE SEASON 2005-2006

The Arthur Dunn Cup: at the time of writing, the 1st XI had beaten Old Eastbournians (H) by 11-0.  Lancing has drawn Old Witleians in the next round with the tie scheduled for 7 January 2006.

The Annual Dinner: is scheduled to take place on Friday 10 March at the SAS Radisson Hotel in Portman Square, London W1 with further details to be made available on the website in due course.
Refer to the club website www.lobfc.co.uk for full details of the club matches and activities throughout the season.

LEAGUE TABLES 2004-2005

Premier League - Final Standings

	
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Goals F
	Goals A
	Goal +/-
	Pts

	Eton
	18
	14
	2
	2
	41
	11
	+30
	44

	Harrow
	18
	12
	2
	4
	69
	31
	+38
	38

	Charterhouse
	18
	8
	4
	6
	45
	29
	+16
	28

	Forest
	18
	8
	3
	7
	36
	36
	0
	27

	Brentwood
	18
	8
	3
	7
	33
	29
	+4
	24*

	Lancing
	18
	7
	2
	9
	36
	39
	-3
	23

	Shrewsbury
	18
	7
	1
	10
	39
	49
	-10
	22

	Westminster
	18
	5
	4
	9
	25
	49
	-24
	19

	Cholmeleians
	18
	5
	3
	4
	31
	26
	5
	18

	Winchester
	18
	2
	2
	14
	21
	63
	-42
	8


* Points deducted

Division Three - Final Standings

	
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Goals F
	Goals A
	Goal +/-
	Pts

	Eton 3
	14
	12
	1
	1
	48
	14
	+34
	37

	Cholmeleians 2
	14
	10
	0
	4
	35
	17
	+18
	30

	Brentwood 2
	14
	8
	3
	3
	31
	20
	+11
	27

	Bradfield 2
	14
	7
	2
	5
	23
	17
	+6
	23

	Aldenham 2
	14
	5
	2
	7
	27
	43
	-16
	17

	Lancing 2
	14
	4
	1
	9
	12
	24
	-12
	13

	Malvern 2
	14
	2
	2
	10
	21
	31
	-10
	5*

	Forest 3
	14
	2
	1
	11
	18
	49
	-31
	4


* Points deducted







